Table of Contents

N

Table of Contents

s

Xi Forward

Preface

x
=,
=
O 0N NN B WwoWw

poR
o O

[
o

11
11
12
12
12
13
13
14
14
14

14
15

Using the Nikon D300

Nikon D100 - Generation 1
Nikon D200 — Generation 2
Nikon D300 — Generation 3
EXPEED Image Processor
12.3 Megapixel DX CMOS Sensor
6 or 8 Frames per Second
Noise Control

Live View

3-Inch Monitor

Fine-tuning

Sensor Dust Cleaning

Picture Control

Active D-Lighting

51-Point Auto Focus

12-Bit or 14-Bit Color Depth
Lossless Compressed NEF (RAW)
Exposure Delay Mode
Retouch Menu

My Menu

100% Viewfinder Frame
Rubber Covers Instead of Lost
Screw-On Caps

HDMI Device Port

My Conclusions



vi Table of Contents

16  Exposure Metering, 36 Multi-CAM 3500DX Autofocus
Exposure Modes, and ) )
. 37 What is the Multi-CAM 3500DX
Histogram
Autofocus Module?
17 Metering Systems 38 Understanding the Focus Modes,
17 3D Color Matrix II Meter AF-Area Modes, and Release Modes
18 Fine Tuning Matrix Metering 39 Focus Modes in Detail
18 Using Flash with Matrix Metering 40 AF-Area Modes in Detail
19 Center-Weighted Meter 44 Release Modes in Detail
19 Where’s the Circle? 47 My Conclusions

19 What About the Averaging Meter?
20 Spot Meter

21 Exposure Modes

21 P - Programmed Auto Mode

22 Get Down Grandpa!

23 S - Shutter Priority Auto Mode

24 A - Aperture Priority Auto Mode
24 Understanding Depth of Field

26 M - Manual Mode

27 Histogram
27 Understanding the Histogram
31 How Does the Eye React to
Light Values?
32 Computer Adjustment of Images

34 My Conclusions



48

49
49
50

54

55
56
57
57

White Balance

How Does White Balance (WB) Work?
Color Temperature

Method 1 - Manual White Balance
Using the WB Button

Method 2 - Manual White Balance
Using the Monitor LCD’s Shooting
Menu

White Balance Bracketing

AUTO White Balance

White Balance Tips and Tricks

My Conclusions

75
88

Table of Contents vii

Shooting Menu Banks

Setting Up Shooting Menu Bank “A”
Shooting Menu’s 18 Item Review
NEF (RAW) Format

TIFF Format

Combined NEF and JPEG Shooting
(two images at once)

Notes on the Image Formats: RAW,
TIFF and JPEG

Picture Controls

My Conclusions



viii

Table of Contents

Custom Setting Banks

Setting Up Custom Setting Bank “A”
Configuring the Custom Settings
Shooting/Display

How to Use the Auto Bracketing System
(Bracketing Explained)

Controls

My Conclusions - Using the Shooting
Banks and Custom Banks Together

140

141
142
143
145
148
149
149
150
152

152

Playback Menu

Delete Function
Playback Folder
Hide Image
Display Mode
Image Review
After Delete
Rotate Tall

Slide Show

Print Set (DPOF)

My Conclusions



Table of Contents ix

154 Setup Menu, Retouch Menu, 192 Nikon Creative Lighting

and My Menu System
155  Section 1: Setup Menu 193 What is the Nikon Creative Lighting
182  Section 2: Retouch Menu System (CLS)?
188  Section 3: My Menu 193 How Does the D300 Fit into the
191 My Conclusions CLS Scheme?
194  Whatis Commander Mode and
How Does it Work?
194  Using the Nikon D300 in Commander
Mode
199  Nikon SB-600 Speedlight Slave
Configuration

201 Using the Nikon SB-800 Speedlight as a
Commander Device

206  Examining the Nikon SU-800 Wireless
Speedlight Commander Unit

213  Nikonians Voucher
215  Image Credits
216  Index



Foreward

Nikonian Darrell Young, known to us for many years as Digital Darrell, has consistently been a
source of instructional wisdom delivered with a touch of friendly humor.

His extensive collection of informative and valuable articles can be found on the “Resources”
pages of the Nikonians website.

This work represents yet another progression in the rapid growth of our international community of
photographers from all walks of life, recently exceeding 140,000 members from nearly 150 countries.
Itis a way to further confirm Nikonians’ vocation in education, introducing books as a new commu-
nication channel in addition to Nikonians eBooks, our more than 70 existing interactive forums, The
Nikonian eZine, Nikonians Academy workshops, Nikonians newsblog, Nikonians podcasts, etc.

Nikonians has earned a reputation as a friendly, reliable, informative, and passionate Nikon
users community thanks in great measure to members like our own Digital Darrell, who have taken
the time to share the results of their experiences with Nikon imaging equipment, despite the pres-
sures of their day jobs.

The Nikonians community has long been known as a worldwide home for welcoming Nikon
users, and Darrell’s specialty is his ability to share his knowledge in the written word, always with
the spirit of a friendly uncle talking with you in the comfort of your own living room.

Darrell’s easy and friendly approach is appreciated by the increasing number of our community
members who have been fortunate enough to acquire the extraordinary Nikon D3oo DSLR. The
camera is a spectacular piece of highly technical photographic engineering, and Darrell cuts through
the technical jargon to help his readers understand not only the camera, but also the wealth of
photographic advantages it can deliver thanks to the ingenuity of Nikon Engineering.

We would like to congratulate Darrell for his work on this project. Special thanks goes to Tom
Boné, Nikonians Chief Editor, who has streamlined the publication process in this first Nikonians
Press book published in association with Rocky Nook.

Bo Stahlbrandt (bgs) and J. Ramén Palacios (jrp)
Nikonians Founders

www.nikonians.org




